
Auckland Univers i ty  Canoe Club presents

FULLJAMES

CARNIVAL

T H E  F U L L J A M E S  G U I D E

T h e  u l t i m a t e  g u i d e  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  n e e d

t o  k n o w  f o r  y o u r  w e e k e n d  o f  a d v e n t u r e  o n

t h e  r i v e r  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  b i g  t o p  t e n t .



Congrats  on deciding to  come to  F u l l j a m e s !  You
wil l  be  jo ining generat ions  of  AUCCers  who have

descended upon the mighty  Waikato River
looking for  adventure ,  excitement ,  and l ike-

minded people .  In  this  guide to  F u l l j a m e s  2 0 2 1 ,
you ’ l l  f ind everything you need to  know to  have

an amazing weekend.
 

T h e  t h e m e  t h i s  y e a r  i s  C A R N I V A L .  Think a l l  th ings
circus  –  magic ians ,  mimes ,  l ion tamers ,  c i rcus  animals ,

acrobats ,  c lowns and more !  
 

Costumes and dress ing up is  H I G H L Y  encouraged.
However  please note  that  c u l t u r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s

u n w e l c o m e .  I t ’ s  not  cool  to  borrow cultural  e lements
of  a  minor i ty  culture  for  a  day ,  and then shed that

ident ity  once you’ve  had your  fun

 
$ 5 0  G e n e r a l  A d m i s s i o n  (AUCC/VUCC/MCC members)

$ 6 0  G e n e r a l  A d m i s s i o n  (Non-members)  
$ 1 0 0  P a r t y  B u s  -  Includes  General  Admiss ion (members  

only)  
General  Admiss ion t ickets  cover  accommodation,  access  to  the Nga

Awa Purua Rapids ,  gear  hi re ,  party  on Saturday night ,  and more .
Party  Bus  t ickets  include General  Admiss ion ,  plus  your  t ransport  for

the weekend,  and dinner  on Fr iday night .  
 

P lease note  Ful l james is  st r ict ly  R18 .  
General  Admiss ion t ickets  are  avai lable  onl ine

https : / /www.aucc .org .nz/event- ful l james
Payment detai ls  are  at  the end of  the form

TICKETS



T a k i n g  t h e  P a r t y  B u s
Gett ing a  t icket  for  the party  bus  is  the eas iest  way to  get  to
Ful l james .  T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 1 0 0  a n d  o n l y  f o r  m e m b e r s .  This  includes
your  general  admiss ion t icket  to  Ful l james plus  dinner  on Fr iday
night ,  fuel ,  and a  damn good night  with a  pub crawl  and party  bus
chal lenges .  Dinner  is  at  the c a r  p a r k  l o c a t e d  b e h i n d  t h e  n e w
E n g i n e e r i n g  b u i l d i n g  4 0 5  C i t y  C a m p u s  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t  a t  4 . 3 0 p m .
P lease note  this  i s  a  new locat ion to  previously  years .  Check out
the map below i f  you aren’t  famil iar  with the campus yet .  I f  you are
late ,  your  bus  wi l l  not  wait  for  you.  Buses  wi l l  be  loaded with
people  and gear  at  5 p m  and you wi l l  begin your  journey south to
Tāupo.

Y o u  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  c i t y  c a m p u s  o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  m o s t  l i k e l y
a r o u n d  1 0 p m .  P l e a s e  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  b e  p i c k e d  u p  o r  f i n d
y o u r  w a y  h o m e  f r o m  t h e r e .  Our  dr ivers  don’t  get  paid so  they can’t
be expected to  dr ive  around the greater  Auckland region dropping
off  passengers .  Your  party  starters  and dr ivers  wi l l  let  you know
est imated arr ival  t imes when you are  about  an hour  f rom arr iv ing
in Central  Auckland.

 

GETTING TO

FULLJAMES



NZ is  real ly  str ict  with checking IDs  for  anyone that  looks  under
25 .  M a k e  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  v a l i d  I D  with you (and not  in  the tra i ler
with the rest  of  your  gear . )  Without  val id  ID (R18 card ,  NZ
Drivers  L icense ,  or  Passport , )  your  pub crawl  might  be a  l i t t le
sad.  
Dinner  is  p izza .  There  wi l l  be  vegetar ian opt ions  and maybe
vegan (depending on demand) .  However ,  we won’t  be saving
special  p izzas  for  part icular  people .  Turn up on t ime and get
your  des i red pizza !  
The buses  wi l l  s top at  a  l iquor  store  before  leaving Auckland.
T h e y  w o n ’ t  s t o p  a t  a  s u p e r m a r k e t  s o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  a l l
y o u r  f o o d  s o r t e d .  
You must  show up in  costume!  Each bus  is  themed,  your  party
starters  wi l l  let  you know what  yours  i s .

I m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  t o  r e m e m b e r  f o r  P a r t y  B u s  p a s s e n g e r s  

GETTING TO

FULLJAMES

I f  someone doesn’t  s ign up formal ly ,  we wi l l  assume they are  not
coming to  Ful l james and wi l l  put  someone else  in  their  spot .
 S a y i n g  y o u  a r e  c o m i n g  o n  F a c e b o o k  d o e s  n o t  c o u n t .

Dr i v i n g  ( G e n e r a l  A d m i s s i o n )  C a r  l i s t  
I f  you aren’t  on the party  busses  you wi l l  be  t ravel l ing by  car .  We
organise  this  for  the whole  group.  I f  y o u  h a v e  a  c a r  a n d  a r e  h a p p y
t o  d r i v e  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  l e t  u s  k n o w !

When you s ign up for  Ful l james general  admiss ion t ickets ,  you wi l l
be asked for  some basic  information about  your  t ravel  preferences
( i f  you have a  car ,  l icense ,  preferred passengers/dr iver  etc . ) .  

We use this  information to  organise  the car  l i s t .  P lease remember ,
even i f  you have arranged passengers  or  a  dr iver ,  everyone in  the
car  must  buy their  general  admiss ion t icket  and f i l l  out  the form.



E.g .  i f  petrol  comes to  $160 for  the weekend and there  are  3
passengers  and a  dr iver .  $160 /  7  =  $22 .85 Passengers  each pay
$22.85 x  2  =  $45 .71  and the dr iver  pays  $22 .85 .
Please note  this  i s  not  indicat ive  of  how much your  fuel  wi l l  be
but  merely  an example of  how maths  works…

Our  Ful l james Off icers  wi l l  make the car  l i s t  by  the Wednesday
before  Ful l james .  P lease understand that  there  are  a  lot  of  you that
we need to  organise  (up to  150 people) ,  so  whi le  we wi l l  do our
very  best  to  make everyone happy you may not  a lways  be able  to
travel  with the dr iver /passengers  you requested.  

Petrol  i s  shared us ing the 2 : 1  ru le .  This  means dr ivers  pay 1  share
whi le  passengers  pay 2  shares .  This  i s  to  take into  account  that
dr ivers  are  awesome,  have to  pay to  maintain  their  vehic le  and that
their  car  wi l l  probably  get  di rty ,  not  to  mention dr iv ing back to
Auckland whi le  you crash out !

Base camp is  at  the Nat ional  Equestr ian Centre  on Rapids  Road
just  out  of  Taupo.  Check google  maps before  leaving i f  you don’t
have GPS.  Here  i t  i s  on google  maps…

GETTING TO

FULLJAMES



Borrow a  tent  f rom a family  member ,  f r iend,  work col league,  whoever
real ly !
Trade a  space in  a  tent  with another  c lub member  for  something useful
such as  beer  or  cake .  We have a  beer  for  gear  form which members  can
offer  or  ask  on.
Go shopping.  I f  you are  planning on coming on more tr ips  or  doing other
outdoorsy  stuf f ,  a  tent  might  be a  good investment .
S leep under  the stars  and hope i t  doesn’t  ra in/get  too cold .  This  i s  not
recommended so best  to  invest igate  the other  three opt ions  f i rst .

We are  staying at  the Nat ional  Equestr ian Centre  (NEC) ,  Rapids  Road,
Arat iat ia ,  Tāupo.  Accommodation (camping)  fees  are  including in  your
general  admiss ion t icket .  

T e n t s
With AUCC you wi l l  go camping a  lot .  I t ’ s  socia l ,  cheaper  than a
backpackers  and provides  great  stargazing opportunit ies !  I f  you have a  tent
already –  that ’s  great .  I f  not ,  no stress  -  we’ve  got  some solut ions  for  you.

B r i n g  a  s l e e p i n g  b a g  a n d  s l e e p i n g  m a t .  A  pi l low is  n ice  i f  you have some
space.  Once again ,  ask  around and borrow i f  you can.

T o i l e t s  a n d  S h o w e r s  There are  f lushing toi lets .  There  are  a  couple  of
showers .  There  are  going to  be over  100 people .  Don’t  expect  a  shower .  I f
you get  one ,  lucky you!  Baby wipes  are  the showers  of  champions . . .

D r i n k i n g  W a t e r  There is  dr inking water  at  basecamp,  br ing a  water  bott le  to
f i l l  up to  stay  hydrated on r iver !

C o o k i n g
There are  no cooking faci l i t ies .  There  are  no takeaways  nor  supermarkets .
Tāupo town isn ’ t  far  but  def inite ly  a  dr ive .  Talk  to  your  car  and do the
grocery  shopping before  arr iv ing at  camp.  Lots  of  people  do food as  a  car
group but  i t ’ s  up to  the people  in  the car  to  decide i f  that  suits  them.
People  in  party  buses  tend to  sort  their  food indiv idual ly  or  with f r iends .
Having a  l i t t le  cooker  i s  great  as  i t  means you can enjoy  hot  food.  I f  you
don’t  have a  cooker
in  your  car  or  cooking group,  make sure  you br ing food that  doesn’t  need
heat ing.  

B B Q  L u n c h
There wi l l  be  a  BBQ with sausages ,  hash browns and more on Saturday
lunchtime and Sunday morning.  Everything costs  a  Gold Coin ($1  or  $2)  and
proceeds go towards  the AUCC socia l  fund (aka more subsidised fun later  in
the year ! )  

ACCOMMODATION



Warm clothes  (Jumper ,  t rousers) .  The night  can get  cold !
Summer c lothes  (Shorts ,  t -shirt ) .  The day might  get  hot
Raincoat
Sunhat/sunblock/sunglasses  -  s l ip ,  s lop ,  s lap etc
Costume.  The theme is  Ci rcus/Carnival .  Everyone goes  a l l  out .  Pr izes  for
best  dressed!  Wear  this  on Fr iday night  i f  you are  doing the bar  crawl  or
br ing for  Saturday i f  you are  meet ing us  there .
Toi letr ies
Tent ,  s leeping bag,  s leeping mat ,  p i l low
Things  to  cook and eat  with
Drink Bott le
Food (at  least  2  meals ,  snacks  and beverages)
Head Torch
ID for  those doing the bar  crawl
Beverages  and a  good att i tude

River  Shoes  (watershoes/boot ies  or  sports  sandals .  I f  you don’t  have
these ,  o ld  sports  shoes/sneakers  work f ine)
Togs  (swimwear  e .g .  boardies ,  b ik ini )
Polypro (polypropylene thermals)  OR wool  (merino or  otherwise)  OR
f leece OR neoprene/wetsuit
Towel  
Optional :  Dry  top/Splash jacket  etc .  i f  you have i t .  Most ly  worn by people
that  know what  they ’ re  doing…or  think they do

W h a t  t o  B r i n g  -  O f f  t h e  R i v e r
I t  wi l l  be  typical  New Zealand summer weather .  That  means i t  might  be
sunny,  windy ,  and ra iny  a l l  in  one day .  

W h a t  t o  B r i n g  -  O n  t h e  R i v e r

You wi l l  need to  br ing some personal  gear  to  make sure  you are  happy and
safe  on the r iver .  I f  the t r ip  leaders  and safety  of f icers  decide you aren’t
appropr iately  dressed,  you wi l l  not  be a l lowed on the r iver .  We l ike  to  party .
But  we also  l ike  to  be safe  on the r iver .  

I m p o r t a n t :  N O T  C O T T O N
I f  you try  to  get  on the r iver  wear ing cotton,  you wi l l  not  be a l lowed to
kayak and/or  raft .  Cotton gets  very  cold when i t  i s  wet .  I t  i s  terr ible  on the
r iver .

Remember  to  borrow gear  where you can!  I f  you want  to  buy gear ,  check out
any outdoors  store ,  Canoe & Kayak North Shore ,  or  even The Warehouse for
cheap watershoes .

PACKING CHECKLIST



F o r  K a y a k i n g :
1 .  Kayak
2.  Paddle
3 .  Helmet
4 .  L i fe jacket
5 .  Sprayskirt  i f
appropr iate

F o r  R a f t i n g :
1 .  Paddle
2 .  Helmet
3 .  L i fe jacket
4 .  Seat  in  a  raft
5 .  An awesome guide to  help you get  down the
r iver

P l e a s e  n o t e  -  V U C C  &  M C C  m e m b e r s ,  s o m e  o f  t h i s  g e a r  m a y  b e
p r o v i d e d  b y  y o u r  o w n  c l u b .  Please get  in  contact  with your
relevant  gear  of f icer  or  the Ful l james tr ip  organisers  i f  you have
any issues .

GEAR PROVIDED

BY AUCC



F r i d a y :
16 :30 -  Meet  at  the Fale  ( instruct ions  above)
17 :00 -  Dr ive  (or  take the Party  Bus)  to  Ful l james (Bar  Crawl)

S a t u r d a y :
8:00 -  Welcome to  Ful l james and br ief ing at  camp
9:00 -  Groups ass igned and shutt le
10 :00 -  River  fun in  kayaks ,  rafts ,  and the natural  hotpools .  
12 :00 -  Lunch
13 :00 -  Afternoon sess ion
15 :00 -  Instructors  play  on wave
17 :00 -  Everyone back at  camp
17 :30 -  Sausage s izz le ,  c i rcus  fun games and dr inking.
20:00-t i l l  late  -  Merr iment  and debauchery  in  the big  top tent  f t  DJ
Chequered Patterns ,  costumes and a  special  performance.

S u n d a y
8:30 –  Pr ize  g iv ing ,  br ief ing ,  camp clean-up and pack-up
9:30 -  Groups ass igned and shutt le
10 :00 -  More r iver  t ime with kayaks ,  rafts ,  and hot-pools .
13 :00 -  Of f  the r iver
13 :30 -  Back at  camp to  pack-up
15 :00 -  16 :00 -  leave for  Auckland
21 :00 ish -  Back in  Auckland
 
You should a im to  have breakfasted and clothed yoursel f  etc .  before
morning br ief ing on Saturday and Sunday .  After  br ief ing ,  we’re  in  there
l ike  swimwear !

SCHEDULE OF

EVENTS



Walter  Les l ie  Ful l james was born on the 2  October  1895 .  He fought  in
both WWI and WWII  and was awarded the 1914  -  1915  Star ,  Br i t ish  War
Medal  ( 1914  -  1920) ,  New Zealand War  Serv ice  Medal ,  War  Medal  1939 -
1945 ,  and Victory  Medal .
Between the wars  he establ ished Huka F ishing Lodge on the banks  of
the Waikato River  and the Ful l james rapids  were named after  h im.
After  1950 he establ ished the f i rst  newspaper  in  Taupo.  He died in
1985 .
Ful l james is  the Pakeha name given to  the rapids .

Ful l james takes  place on the Nga Awa Purua Rapids  on the mighty
Waikato River

W h o  w a s  F u l l j a m e s ?

Access  to  the Nga Awa Purua Rapids  is  k indly  granted by Tauhara North
No.2  Trust .  Access ing the r iver  i s  a  pr iv i lege and we must  t reat  the r iver
and land with respect .  Help out  and keep the place c lean and t idy .

THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL & SMOKING IS  STRICTLY PROHIBITED
ON IWI  LAND.  Save the party  for  the NEC.

  

WHY IS IT CALLED

FULLJAMES ANYWAY?

CONTACT US

Y o u r  F u l l j a m e s  O f f i c e r s  t h i s  y e a r  a r e  L y d i a  T o m i c  a n d  T o n i  S c h o l l u m .
Your  best  bet  i s  to  emai l  us  at  fu l l james@aucc.org .nz
I f  i t ’ s  real ly  important  you can cal l  us ,  just  remember  we’re  super
busy  making sure  this  i s  going to  be an awesome weekend,  so
please emai l  instead of  cal l ing i f  poss ible .  

     Lydia  -  0278738840   Toni  –  0220443234


